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e FROM ALL INDICATIDNS DURING: THIS VERY L ONG DAY, PRINCE
MOHAMMAD ‘DAUD, 65«YEAR OLD' FIRST COUSIN OF KING MOHAMMAD
ZAHIR (AND FORMER STRONGMAN PRIMIN QF AGHANISTAN 1953w63),
HAS EXECUTED BRILLIANTLY ORGANIZFD TAKEOVER OF COUNTRY,
‘SUPPORTED PRIMARILY BY SMALLI NUMBER OF DISSIDENT MILITARY
OFFICERS: (ALL YOUNG AND OPPOSED TO KING AND SONmIN=| AW
MAJGEN ABDUL WALT), PRINCE DAUD IN S8INGLE STEP HAS ABOLISHED
MONARCHY, INVALIDATED 1964 CONSITUTION, AND DEC| ARED
AFGHANISTAN REPUBLIC WITH HIMSELF AS HEAN (WITH TITLE AS
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24 COUP HAS 'BEEN GREETED WITH SOME VISIBLE PUBLIC JUBILATION
IN. KABUL:, THOUBH COMPLETELY UNAWARE OF HOW NEW GOVERNMENT

TS TO BE:! ORGANIZED AND CONDUCTED (WHETHER BY MILITARY OR
RETURNED TO CIVILIAN CONTROL) , KABUL POPULACF APPEARS TO BE
EXPRESSING FULL - SUPPNRT FOR REGIME AND RELIEF THAT INEFFECTIVE
‘CORRUPT LEADERSHIP OF KING AND HIS IMMEDIATE FAMILY IS ENDED,

3, AS" ANY OBSERVER THIS POLITICALLY FRAGMENTED SOCIETY I8
AWARE, HOWEVER, KABUl ' APPROVAL ALONE DDES NOT MEAN COUNTRY
TOTALLY SUPPORTS TAKEOVER, 'PRELIMINARY INDICATES ARE THAT
'CRITICALLY IMPORTANT POSITION OF PASHTUN TRIBES IN EAST AND
‘SOUTH. IS5 SUPPORTIVEF AND IT APPEARS EXTREMELY UNLIKELY THAT
DAUD WOULD HAVE ENGINEERED COUP WITHOUT HAVING KNOWN WHICH
WAY MANY OF THEM WOULD LEAN, ON DTHER HAND, BOTH KING AND
ADBUL' WALT HAVE ASSIDUDUSLY CULTIVATED TRIBAL SUPRORT,
PRIMARILY IN PAKTIA AND KANDAWAR AREAS FDR MANY YEARS,

ABDUL 'WaLT HIMSELF. FOR YEARS HAS PERSONALLY RECRUITED ARMY
OFFICERS. FROM PAKTIA PROVINCE ON WHDOSE SUPPORT HWE COULD RELYS
AND SO. LONG AS KING AND ABDUL WALI REMAINED ALLIED, PROSPECTS
FQR- A COUP FROM OTHER OUTSIDERS SEEMED QUITE REMOTE mw

UNTIL TODAY, OF COURSE,

4, IT 18 LIKELY. THEREFORE; THAT WIDESPREAD PURGE OF ARMY
SOON WILL: TAKE PLACE, AT SAME TIME, DAUD AND HIS SUPPORTERS
WILL: BE MQVING QUICKLY TO CONVENF TRIBAL JIRGAHS AND OBTAIN
DATHS OF FEALTY FROM AS MANY AS POSSIBLE OF KING'S AND ABDUL
WALI'S TRADITIONAL: SUPPDRTERS, AT PRESENT, ITWOULD BE
-DIFFICQLTJTD'Assﬁss LIKELIHODD»DF WIDESPREAD TRIBAL REACTION
AGAINST NEW REGIME} BUT IT AT LEAST CONCEIVEABLE THAT :
DPPQSITIDN WILL CROP UP AND WILL HAVE TO BE %UPPRESSFD OVER
PERIND OF NEXT FEW MONTHS, -

5, MAIN CASUALTY OF TAKEOVER IS DOWNFALL: OF DYNAMIC SIX=
MONTH OLD BQVERNMENT OF MOUSSA SHAFIN, SHAFIO REPQRTEDLY .
UNDER ARREST AND MEMBERS HIS .GOVERNMENT EITHER ARRESTED OR
DETAINED, WHATEVER HAPPENS TN HIM, WE SEE NO CHANCE SHAFIQ
WILL. PLAY ANY ROLE IN NEW GOVERNMENT, DAUD AND SHAFIO 3
PREVIDUSLY REPORTED ON VERYPOOR TERMS, SHAFIG CLOSELY
IDENTIFIED WITH DEPOSED ROYAL FAMILY IN RECENT YEARSS AND
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